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England, at least after the Norman conquest, very
little power to dispose directly of real property by
will, but after the invention of the doctrine of Uses
the expedient was resorted to of a conveyance of land
to one person for the use of such other persons as
the grantor might name, and he might name them
in his will, and in this manner a gift of land to take
effect upon the death of the owner might be made.
The practice was recognised by the courts and
devises of land by such means became very common.
But the system of Uses gave rise to practices of a
different character deemed mischievous, and in order
to put an end to these Parliament by the celebrated
Statute of Uses1 destroyed, or sought to destroy,
Uses themselves by directing that the use should
be converted into possession. This made, or seemed
to make, the contrivance by which devises of land
became possible ineffectual, which was not the in-
tention of Parliament, and therefore a few years
later the Statute of Wills was enacted by which full
power was given to the owners of real property to
devise it directly without resort to any contrivance.
Another occasion for legislation, and the last of
which I shall speak, is where conflicts arise between
different bodies or classes in respect to their rights
against each other, and attempts are made by one or
the other class to establish their pretences in practice,
and resistance is met with. The conflicts so menac-
ing at the present day between labourers and the
employers of labour are of this character. Pro-
tracted as they are through long periods, practices*

i 2 7 Hen. VIIL, c. 10.